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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority and 
IS transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. ^ b uuiwuiy «ia 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist ofa total of sheet(s). 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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|X| Basis of the report 

I I Priority 

I I Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

I I Lack of unity of invention 

m 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

I I Certain documents cited 

I I Certain defects in the international application 



Date of submission of the demiand 
9 July 2002 


Date of con^letion of the report 
31 July 2003 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PC BOX 200. WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustraIia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 


Authorized Officer 

JAGDISH WABLE 
Telephone No. (02) 6283 2638 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (Cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PREU^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. 

/^P PCT/AU02/00476 

Basis of the report ) 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:^ ' ' ~ ' 

fx] the international application as originally filed. 

I I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand . 
pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I ^® language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55 2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

pr eliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the intemational application in written form. 

rn filed together with the intemational application in con^uter readable form. 

^ burnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I fiumished subsequently to this Authority in conq)uter readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 

I I paid additional fees. 

I I paid additional fees under protest. 

I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1, 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied with. 

|X| not con^)lied with for the following reasons: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not 
relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In 
coming to this conclusion the International Preliminary Examining Authority has found that there are 
different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1-5 are directed to a plastics assembly for a viscous liquid dispenser. It is considered that an 
outer cover disc with a thin inner nozzle disc comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 6-12 are directed to a plastics forcing disc for a viscous liquid dispenser. It is considered that 
an annular flange of the disc having a plurality of spaced apart locations of weakness comprises a 
second "special technical feature". 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13,2 does not exist. Accordingly the 
international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 



4, Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination in 
establishing this report: 

[3c] all parts. 

I I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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V. Reasoned statement under^Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-5, 11 and 12 


YES 




Claims 


6-10 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-5, 11 and 12 


YES 




Claims 


6-10 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-12 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

NOVELTY CN) Claims 1-5. 1 1 and 12 (Positive Statement^ 
Dl US 5547107 A 
D2 WO 98/45051 A 
D3 WO 00/52382 A 
D4EP 457452 A 

The claimed invention relates to a plastics assembly for a viscous liquid dispenser having an outer disc mated 
with a thin inner nozzle disc, the nozzle disc having a nozzle aperture formed therein that is covered by a 
frangible cover. None of the prior art documents discloses such a disc covered by a frangible cover. 

INVENTIVE STEP (IS^ Claims U5. 1 1 and 12 (Positive Statement^ 

As above 

NOVELTY (N) Claims 6-10 (Negative Statement^ 

The citations D1-D4 disclose all of the features of the claimed invention. For example Dl shows a cylindrical 
plastics forcing disc 22 having an annular end flange 30 that is weak enough to distort when a sufficient axial 
force is applied. D2 shows such a disc 21 made of flexible elastomeric material (see figure 6). Similarly D3 
and D4 disclose such discs 16 and 21 as shown in figures 1 and 3 respectively. 

INVENTIVE STEP (IS^ Claims 6-10 (Negative Statements 

As above 
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